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PROCEEDINY,OF THE FIFTEENTH SESSION OF TH THT 3D MIZBRAM
SToTd LEGISL-TIVE ASSIVBLY FROM 17Td MARCH, TO 2330 MARCH, ‘9@,

15T SITTING ON 17TH HARCH, - 1998,

P3ESENT

A VAIVEN3A, Speaker at the Chair, Fourteen Ministers,
Deputy'Speakerhand Twenty four Members wepe present.

1. HIS EXCELLENCY the Fovernor, Dr. 4. PaMukherjee to
address the Houge. '

i

MOTION OF THANKS

2.  Pu LALHUTHANGA to move & motion in the following form -

"That the Mémbers of Mizoram Legislative Assembly
Asgzembled in this Session are deeply grateful to the
Governor for the Address which he has been pleased
to deliver to this Assembly on 17th March, 1998,

S PE AR E‘R : His Excellency the Sovermor

may please address the House,

- wQVEINOR : - don'ble Speaker and distingtished

members of this august House,

I welcomE'inu all and extend to you my warm greetings on

_ on of the Fifteenth Session of the Third Legis-
lative Assembly., It is bokth a Pleasure and a Privilege o
address this auzust House for the first time so soon after
assuming charge of my present agssignment. I also greet

you all after the +o0yous conclusion of Chapchar Kut, the

biggest festival of Mizoram., This session would be largely -
concerned with Budget and Legislative business. I am sure

the basiness of the Youse will be conducted as always with
grage and dignity keeping in view the time~honoured convertions
and the rich democratic tradiitions of the people of Mizoram
and the country as a whole.
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' The mid—-term Parlliamentary
election is Just over. We can legitimately congratulate
purselves for having completed a very peaceful election

when many other parts of tne country were stained by pcll

irregularities and viclence leading to aven countermanding ’.,
of polls in many constituencies. Thisg speaks eloguently 4
of the wvalue system of our society and rich culture and ¢

adherance to principled polltics by the people of Mizoram,
apart from and impartisl and efficient administratzon in

the State. The current financial year

which is ending in tais fortnight has it's own special
gignificance for our Jtate. ¥e had in the menth of May

the welcome visit of our Prime Minister who had, among

other assurances of assistance, announced to the delight:

of all the Centre's acceptance of the demand of the people
for setting up a Central University in the State. The bene—
fits from the Shukla Commlssion's recommendations on infras-
iructure development, though may not pe of the desired

levef have nerertheless rzised fresh hopes in us. YWe have
veen the prous hosts te the 4O0th meeting of the Morth
Eastern Council (MEC). The year-long celebration of the
ralden Jubilee of Indlia’s Independence has started on the
15th August 1997 and we are sti1l going through the celebra=
+ion which will be over on the 15th sugust of this calerdar
year.
T am happy that my Government

has been working steadfastly to fulfill its assurances tco

the people of the State apd forgoing ahead in various

fields of soclo—economic development for the welfare of all h
sections of the society.
An important policy plank of my .
sovernment is transparency arnd efficiency in administration.

e shall continue in our quest for infusing transparency

‘and enforcing accountability in novernment at all levels.

An important step in +this direction was taken when a meeting
of all gazetted officers stationed at Aizawl was addressed,
among others, by tne Hon'ble Chief Minister on 24.10.97 and
seyveral issues linked with transparency in sJovernment were
discussed and deliberated uperl.

¥y Jovermment is comitted
to pravidafg 3 responsive, progressive amd development—erien—
+ted administrstion. I am happy 1o inform you that the'
cherished dream of having a modern Airport at Lengpul is
becoming a reslity- Conatruction of the Airport is well on
scheduled and 1ts being operational sometime in April or
May, 1998 is mnow & digtinct possibility. The event will
undoubtedly be & landmark in the histopysdf thls young
gtate and will ussher in a new oka of progress and develop—
ment. I am sure we all look forward to a befitting cele-—
bration of this significent oceasion. 1 find great pleasure <
in bringing these developments to the notice oft.the dis- .

tinguished members. .

oo 3/
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T : ' UMy Government gontinues to accord
high priority to the maiptemsncs of peace and harmcny amcng
the pecple and the securitysof ‘the State. ThHe cver all law
and. erder-situaticn remains p#hceful barring a few attemps
at dlisturbence by insurgent grébpe and dh=tleccial eleaments.
.Ethnic viclenge in the neilghbouring State of Manipur has
forced seweral Faite rofugseés nimbering about 6237 tc enter
Mjizoram. These .refugezs have bean accommodated in scamps set
up by the Gevernment at Mimbung and Teikhang. A police pest-
has been opened at Mimbung te¢' prevent the ethnic clashes in
Manipur Spilling ober into-Mizoram. Pollewing the brutal
murder of Fu Lalzawmliand, Wild Idfe Game Watcher of the
Epvircrment & Forésts Department by Bru Naticnzl Libera-
ticn Prent (BNLF) Militants on 21.10,97 pear Fersang Vil-
lage, a nomber of huts belonging te £he "Bru —ommunity were
‘burpt :by angry imcbs. The Mizoram /Délide tock prompt acticn
and registerad #(nine) cases and ‘arfrested 36 (thirty gix)
rersons. Rollce forces were also :depldyed in the affacted r
Aareids to prevent any further unteoward -fncidert. ‘Large num-
bers of Bru families have fléd to Tripurs &nd Assam due to
intimidaticn and threats frém the BNLP, The Government has
made mnecessary:arrangéments for the sdfe return of thése
Bru families to Mizoram by making adéquate security arrange-
ments, provisicns of free ration and compensaticn. Hewaver,
due . to the continued threats dand intimidaticns from the
" BNLF, :a -large namber of Bru families have so far refused
te return. It 1s unfortunate that despite several meaasures
< ctakenioby the Govermment teo create confidence in the mind of
©. these families, they have continued to be misled by tha BNLF
which represents @ handful of the Bru community driven by

Rl

- rerdondlvmotives, o _
N : My Gcverpment. 1s seized of the
£ ~preblém Of shortage of accémmodatien for the Fellece per- -
sennell. In additicn to Rs, 160.00.12khe provided under.

. Plan for housing for Prlice persounel during 1996-97, a fur-
ther sum of Rs. 128,00 lakhs has-been provided feor the cur-
rent year undar the modernization scheme of the.M{zoram

' Pelicé, During 1997-98, the Gevernment of India has raleased

"Rs,°21.95 lakhs.as the flrst instalment. A similar amcunt is
eXpected 58 second instalment during March, 1998. This is
heing utiliged for purchase of vehicles, security equipments

.alds te aclentific investigations and training equirmentsa.

. An accordance with the guidelines lajd dawn by the Gryera-
metit of Indla. 3 perspective plan fror the systematic, devalep-
ment ¢f the MizoraM Police has been rrepared under the gui-

- dance ¢f the Bareau of Prllce Research.and Development, Mi-~

- nistry of Home AfEsirs. The areas of priority as identified
by the Bureau .include creaticn of ancther I.R. Battalion,
création &Ff. andther Armed Police Battalion, improvement of

. Fglice TrainingCentre at Lungversh, Folice Housing, CID/Nrr-

wstics Gell, Establishment cf SCRB/DCRB and updating cf Pe-
lice Wireléss Radic Network. The tctal financial implicaticn

v rf tiese schemes fs Rs. 7209.96 lakhs and will be implemented
#'-%._ phase~wise dependihg upcn the avallability of fund.
¢ | - -

-.;-?__. S . . D o eadf=
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s The Severnment ¢ohtinues to aceord
high pricrity tc constructicn, imprcvement and malntenance
¢ f road communicaticn as these are considered pre-=roquisiltes
of progress and development., With this aim in view, the Fu-
blic Works Department (I'WD) has been striving hard te pre-
vide better netwrrk of reads within the State Due to insuf- ’
fleclency of fund from ncrmal Plan allccaticn, €he Gevermment o
has . apprcached the Werld Bank for assisgtance In the road
sector. It 1s expected that some assigtance will be availaw-
ble ip the not tce distant future. The PAD hss completed
varicus stages of read constfuctlcen work of approximately
BZ2.6% KMg during 10997-98. Apart from censtructing 31 cul-
verts and 541.70 running metres of retalning walls at va-
"rlous locaticens, the Department has completed constructicn
cf several Government quarters and cther buildings of varicis
' typer at Alzawl, Champhai and Lunglel which, amcngst others,
include Saikuti Hall, Sainik Rost Heuse and Civil Hespital
atlbuyngiei, additional Secretarlst bullding, Suditcrium,
Minister's Bungalcw, additlcnal MLA Hestel and re-constrico-
ticn of MLA Hestel at Aizawl. Besides completing the Leng-
rul Airpert in all respocts, the ©WD rroposes to take up
ccnstruction of new Mizorar Heuses at Bangalére, New Delhi
Mumbal and Vellcre during 1998-99,

S Generaticn of electyic power centi-
nues to receive high pricrity cf the Government as depanda-
.ble pewer supply is one ¢f the most important basic inputs
for develcopmant today. My Gevernment continues. tc make efforts
fer the improvement of the rower supply in the State. A gig-
nlficant achivvement in this direction is the commissicning
of the BMW gasebased power rlant for Migeoram at Rekhia in
Tripura with NEC assistance. The Rgmri-iui Mini del I'rcject
(300KW) and the Vawraluil Mini Hydel frojoct (50KW) were also .
commissioned during the current year. Censtructicn werk of
Teirel Mini Hydel Project (3MW), Tuipranglui Mini Hydel Pro-
jeet (3MW) and Xau-Tlabung Mini Hydel Prcject {3MW¥ are
geing on in full swing and are éxpected to be commissiconed
during the current calendar year. Cprelimimary works of Tul-
rial Hydel Project (60MW) "have been started by the NMorth
BEagtern Electric Fower Corroraticn Lid. (NEEECO), A 1.5MW
diesel power staticn is also under constructicn at Champhedl
and is expected toc be commissicned shertly. Ceonstructicn
works of the 132KV Sub-Statlen at Luangmual are at an advancod
stage and the project 1s expoected to be commissioned during
the current financial year. This will enhance cur rewer re-
celving capaclty thrcugh the peower grid. The 132KV line be-—
tween Lunglel and Lungsen has also been completed and is rea-
dy for commissicning. 872 villages, i.:. 96% of all census
villages have been elactrifled, Apcther 10 villages Will he
electrified during the current flnancial year. In additicn
tc these on-grolng projocts, majer hydel projects like Thivat
(210MW), Kelcodyne Fhase~I (100MW), reednvestigaticon cf Bairh-

B1 (75MW) and Kelodyne Thase-IT and 28MW ccal-base thermal

Flant at Balrabi are in the ripe-line. In regard tc the Tuival -
Frotect, attemrt is on toc ebtain cverseas finance. The Central
Gevermment have already arproached the Overseas Beonemic Cropa= %
raticn Fund{OECF) cf Japan for thé purpese. Further, rivers
Tuivawl and Tuirinl arce new under investigation by the Central
Water Commissicn for medium hydel rrojcets. Besides, striking

¢ f natural gaos 5/



]

¥

- 5 -

by the 011 and Natural aas Commissicn (ONGC) at Bhubsandlar #
Cachar has also EﬂCCHIEg?@:ﬁh? Govt. tc contempla e getting
up a gas-based.pﬁwer_riantjﬁffauitable Capacity at Vairengte
in due course. as an advande dcticn, the Central Gevernment
has been apprcaehed‘forﬁnéééaéﬁr? allceatien ¢f gas fer Mizo-~
ram for the purpcse as and when cemmercial exrloltation of

the Bhubandar gas reserves starts.

U Adequats surply of drinking water fer

 the peoplenhoth in urban and rural areas continues to be the

priority of my Governmarnt. Upnder the Urban -Water Sypply Fro=-
gramme, the Mublic ‘Health Engineering Department (FHED) has
taken up 3(three) schemes, viz., Serchhip, K-~lasib apa Saiha
Water Supply Schames. Gréater Serchhlp Wator Suprly Scheme
{Gsuss) costing Rg, 1120 lakhs was cumﬂissianed cn 19,12,.97
cther two prejects is alse making gced rroegress
and are targetted to be comml ssioned during the current f£1-—
nancial year. Phase-IT of the Greater Afzawl Water Surrly
Scheme (GAWSS) will be taken Ub durlng the current Year. The
estimated cost of thig scheme 1s Rs., 7180 lakhs and iz designed
to meet the requirement of 2,25, 000 beople of Aizawl Tewn,

This 18 a Fian scheme 2nd the Geovernmant of India will rrevige
75% ¢f thé estimated cest. Apart frem the orojeocts already in
hand, the Department. has in its shelf five (s aprrcved urban
water supply schames costing Rs. 8307.00 lakhs, namely, Kewn-
fui, Mamituanﬂ,ﬁiata-Cbmr@site Watar Supply’ Schemes, and Lawng-
tlaj- and: Champhidl Greater waterlg'h_lpply Sphemes, Ancther 67 rop
ral water SUPply schomes have alsc been aphroveds All these
urban and'rural'sbﬁ@mes will be implemented as and when fund
will be available cot cf the :ecommandations'cf'ﬁhe_Bhukla_
Commisgicn, o o ' —
S Cur -eccnomy remains rredeminantly
dgricultural. Hellde my Governmment eentinues te lay mere ang

" mere emphaat 5 enfachigving self-sufficiency in the rroduction

of fcod grains. During the Past one yesr we have made consd-
derablé progress in allied sectors like Herticulture, Piscd~
cultute, 8oil Censervation and Apnimal Husbandary ana v'ete'rinar}'
services. With a viey to making a gradual shift towards memha-
miaaticn-ef,cultivatibn. the Agriculture Department has pur-
chased 19 (mwineteen} small tractors and 34{thirty four) reower
tillers for sale to farmers 3t submidised rates. 16 (sixteen) .
miner ittd tien Frejects taken up by the Dehartment will ke
compl eted™ uring-the_dufrent yedr. These projucts have a coimn—
mand area of 1080 hectarss. New metheds of famming like Sprink-
ler Irfigaticn and Drip Irrigatien systema have been intrcduced.
Far the first tims, 20 gtls. of certified seeds of rice IR 64
hawe ‘bedn Ircduced at Champhad Agriculture Farm. Thhese secds
-Will"be dist¥ibuted to interested farmars. The new farming me=
thed of Controur Trnch'Eqrming intreoduced Iast Year continues
to b?mpropagatEd. Under this pregramme, 711 hoctirss cf agri-

~-cultifal land have been ccvered, benefitting 1,422 families,

33 prtjects under WDFSCA and 20 prejéats under NWDIRA have besn
taken up for increase in preducticon and as eart of scil ang
watar conservation Moasures, The I Laboratory at Neihbawih

rwill be commissicnad during the current finaneial Year.

.."5/“
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_ The Hertloulture Department in its
ahdeavour to promote cultivation of fruits, vegetabkles and
gapices has brought 160 hectares of fresh area under culti~
vaticn, benefitting 340 familles. Twe Mushroem Degmonstra-
ticn=-cum-Training Centres are maintained at Afzawl and Lung-
lei, These centras hawe imrarted training in mushroom cul -
tivation tc 248 trainges. During the year, the Derartment
has sent two batchoes of farmaers ¢n conducted tcur cutside
the S5tate. The Derartment has alssc brought cut a menthly

.magazine entitled "Huan Enkawltu" as part cf its extonsion

services,

The Fisheries Department continues
£¢ maintain five exXisting 1sh-seed farms and five demeng-
traticn farms. Ths flrst phasc of constructicn ¢f a new fish
famn at Zawlnuam 13 nearing completicon. 27 lakhs fish seceds
have been distributed to private pisciculturicts with assis—
tance frcem the North Eatern Ceuncil (NEC), The Department has
releaged an amcunt of R5.8.75 lakhsg t- 86 beneficlaries for
taking up intaensive fish farming like pig, poultry-cum—£1ish
culture and setting ur of two new fishesced hatchery complexes.
The Department has alsc eenstructed cpe ccld storagge plant
at Bawnhgkawn, Alzawl and cne ccld chaln at X~lasib. Szven
candidates have been nominated to undergo varicus technlcal
ccurses cutside the State to augment the technical manpower
requirement cf the Department. .

. The terraln, l8ni-use aystem oFf Jhum
cultivation and the scclc-econcmic strategy o f the State
call for scil and water consaervation approaches. The Seil
and Water Crnservaticn Department has, therefore, sparef
ne efforts to bring about gustained land-use management to
ensure pretection, development and cocnservyation of the scil
& water rescurces cf the Stata. 970 marginal farmers have
been. assisted in developing 270 hectares of hill terracesfor

. Fermanent agricultute. The Department has previded land pro-

tecetion measures to 500 hectares cf agro-potential land.
L] .
' . The live-stcck develeopment prograrmes
are cf grecial significance tc the weaker secticns of the sc-—
clety and 1n rural areas. Aware of this, the Department cf
Animal Husbandry and Veterlmary has ‘bean . taking ur a series

¢ f measures teo augment the producticn cf, meat, eggs, milk etc.
in the Stata. The effcrts of the Department have resulted in
growth 1n the producticn of meat in the market, rarticularly
in the urban areas. The snnual preducticn of milk and eggs in
the State has increased by 9.8% and 8.32% resreéctively over
the previous year's rroducticen. For improvement in the genetic
retential of the loecal breed of pijgs, the Department has im-
perted 87 pure Yeorkshire breed ¢f piss from the USh for foun-
daticn stock. For optimum utilisatien of the animal resources,

the Departmaent has Iinstalled 200¢ numbers of bic=based Jas plants T

during the current year.

The Industries Durartment has con-
tinued with its prlicy ¢f encecurajing the rrivate entrerre-
neurs in settin; up Industrial Units. Subsidy, cntrerrensur-
ship tralniny and grant-in-sfd have baen extznded tc aktlsans.
The handlcem and handicrafts sector has becn given

R
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priority. “or exposure’ . of put handloom and handicrafts, the
Department has taken part:in various trade falrs including
the Tnpdia Intemationala.-_Trg?e_;Jair (IITF) in New Delhi. The
Govermment is also cqnsedefing exploitation of shell-lime- .
stone ‘depostis eithdr in private sector or in the joint
sactor or -failing that, in the public sector. The Fruit
Julce Concentration PIant at Chhingchhip, construction of
which was started in 1992 through Mizoram Food and Allied
Industries Corporatiom ({MIFCO) Y+d. has already gone through
trial run successfully. One new extraction unit for proces-
sing of passion fruit’ has been zdded to the Plant during the
current financial year by .procuring machinery from Italy.
This:umit also has successfully completed the trial run and
can be fully commissioned in the next harvesting season of
Passion fruits, This is expected to be very beneficial to the
passion fruit growers. similarly, on encouragement from the
Government, the Tung Cultivators Society 1s also currently
engaged in installing a Tung Processing Unit near Tyirial
with assistance from the NEC, This will help the Tung .
growers find s ready market for Tung seeds. The Department
has continued its ongoing scheme of tea cultivation st Biate
and new nurserjes are being brought up, It is 2lso a matter
of satisfaction that the Department of Elsctronics of the
Government of India has granted accreditstion to the Compu-
ter Learning Academy of the Zoram Electronies Development
Corparation Itd.., (ZENICS) Alzawl at the "O" Level. Another
similar insgtitute is likely to be set up shortly with the help
of the,Government- of Inata's approval to the project teport
for the. Growth Centre at' Luangnual at an estimated .eost of
Rs. 15 crores. Construction of .the Vertical Industrial Com-’
plex building at Zuangtul -has been completed and m dalitieg__

for utilimaticn aof the building are being worked out.

: The orlentation of my Government "
towards the rural poor, unemployed and underemployed is re-
flected in the vigoreus Impleamentation of the Rural Develop-
ment programmes under: various Centrally Sponsored Schemes

milies, The total outlay- under the scheme. for the current year
is Rg, 1660.00 lakhs. Apart from this normal NLUP programme,
my Government has evolved a peny Scheme to provide assisgtance
to poor families-living in Alzswl and Lunglel towns. ¥ifty
percent of the amdunt of ~finanecial assistance 'payable to
€agh beneficlary has already besn disbursed. The rem #lng
50% will be disbursed during 1998-99, Upder the Rura¥ depelrng

1988-8Y, the Government is AsSlsting roofless riural poor fa=
milies by previding them with GCT sheets at the rate of 4

( four) bundles per family. The total outlay under the Scheme
for the eurrent year is Rse 400 lakhs with which it is

LN rB/'
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rrepesed to assist 5,500 bheneficiaries. Under the Sceial
Educaticn Ipodramme, constructicsn of Community Hslls has
baeen taken up with a view t¢ creating durakble assets in

the rural areas. During 1997-98, the Bepartment has a pre-
vislon of Rs. 158 lakhs for the onjeinty constructicn, of
Saikutl Hall at Loyn-lei and 27 (twenty seven) cther commu-—
nilty halls at wvarious 7laces in the State., Under the Berder
Area Development FroZramme {(3ADE), thg Rural Develeopment
Deprartment, :which is one of the implemanting agencles, has
heen provided with 2 sum cf Rs. 223,21 lakhs with which 1t
1=z propesed te construct truckasbl: and jecpable roads, staff
quarters and offices, community halls and playgrcounds aleng the
areds berdering Myanmar and Banjladesh,

My Scvernment continues its endeavour
to strenjthen the Cboperﬂ%ive mevement 1n the State. The Co-
crperation Department has so far rejistered 2.089 Cocperative
Sccleties throughout the State including 121 aew Sccieties
raegistered during 1997, Thase Sccieties arce mestly enjajed in
the field cf preducticon, procurement, marketing and distri-
bution ¢f agricultural precduces and essentlal commcedities,

During 1997-98, the Darartment has released flnancial assistance

te the tune ~f Rg. 2152.18 lakhs In the form of bank loans to
763 Individuals and reglstered Sccoieties through the Mizoram
Cooperative Apex Bank Ltd., With assistance from the Waticnal
Cooperative Deovelcpment Ceeveraticon Ltd. (NCDC)}, the Darart-
ment has asslsted 299 Cocrerative S~cloties under 1ts special
proegramme called Integrated Coeperative Dgvelorment Prédect
(ICDE). This projramme envisages rapid projress in the Agri-
gulture and Allied Sectcrs. The rre¢jramme was launched in
Aizawl and Chhimtiipui Districts in 1995 and the Financial
implicaticns ¢f these two projects 2re Rs. 355,31 lakhs and
Rg. 171,17 lakhs for Adzawl and Chhimtuipul respectively. The
NCDL has recently cocnveyed financial sancticn te the tune of
Rg. 409.504 lakhs to ccver Lynglei District., Necessary steps
ara beingy taken by the Derartment tc start this new procject at
early-date. The total amcunt sancticned by the NoDC for these
three preojects cocmes to Rg. 935.984 lakhs. New LIG ccnnhecticn
has becn Jiven tc 3,196 consumers threugh the MIZOFED.

My Scvermnment has made significant
achievements In the field of Sericulture. Within a shert sran
cf time, a geod number of families in the rural areas has
adcpted Sericultural activities and farming as thelr main
cecupaticn and hag earn2d handscme teturns from the asale of
ccoocns. There are more than 2000 registered farmers anhd about
50 Sericultural Crceperative Sccicties in the State. Serlcul-
ture Cooperative Sccieties of Sailutar, Dungtlang, Kelfanz,
Tuirlal, Ruallung, Lengte and Lallen have taken up Sericul
tural Farming in a big way and have established mulberry rlan-
tatlens in compact areas and in clusters 600 acres of land have
besn brought under fecd rlants {mulberry) during the current
year. 330 farmers have been triined and 40 perncnnel cf the
Derartment have underzene in-service training.
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' -._::'.;".T};_éﬁ;._lfrnviromnent and Ferests De-
partment has continued itﬂﬁﬁgggrts at arresting the menace
cf Increasing pclluticn &8 ‘wiguring a healthy envircrmment

The major thrust of thetnggérgmgnt during the current year hasc

hectares of plantaticn was:érgated all over the State under
various Plan and Centrally spéngored Schemes. Besides .plan-
tations, c¢ther areas cf thiust have been conservaticn of
wild life, development and mairitenance of Katicnal Parks and
Wild Life Sanctuaries.” The Depdrtment has issued final ne-
tification on Dampa Tiger Project (500 S8q.Km}, Nganpui wWild
Life Santuary (150 Sq.Xm) and Phawngpui National Fark (50
Sq.Xm) . Final notifficatiod in respect of Khawnglung Wild
Life Sanctuary and Murlen Naticnal Park will be 1ssued cn
completion of necesaarxy formalities.i maw Wild Life Sanc-
tuary at Lengtengy is also under consideration, )

been on raising forest plapifations. During the year 7,100

fnsuring regular and timely aig-

itfibutian_'_;:-f essential cgmmccditics to the people through

the Public Distribution fystem-{rDS) is cf vital concern to
my Gevernment. Tewards thils cbijcoctive, the Frod. & Civil .
Supplies Depadrtment has initiated suitable steps te ensure

‘regular. precurement and distributicn of essential commodie

ties 1ike rice, sugsr, rétrcleum preducts, icdised salt,
wheat products ete. Duye te preper rlanning -3and co-crdinaticn
with agencies like the Fied. Cerporatien of India (FCI) and
the Indian 041 Corporaticn - Ltd. (TOC) ne scarcity of essen-
tial cdemmodities has becn experienced. Steps are being taken
te strépgthen and streamline the FDS by augmenting storsge
capaclty and providing a rellable fleet of transpert for
cdoorstep delivery. The High Tevel Committee on LEFG has sub-
mitted 1its report and follewur acticns arc being taken to
implement the recommendaticns of the Committee, The IOC Ltd.
has purchased a plct cf land at Mualkhang for setting ur a

- LPQ bottling plamt and the Department is taking naecessary

iocllow-ur action,

My Gowvernment is keenly aware of
the impertance of impreving the public transpert system,
With this aim in view, the Transport Department has augmen-
ted its exXisting fleet of buscs by adding S{five) new medium
busés during the current year. . The Department alsoc generated
additicnal revenue to the tune of Rs. 108.17 lakhs upte Ja-
auery 1998 frem reqistraticn fees, rcad tax ete, threugh its
Metor Vehicle Wing., Constructicn of the terminal-~cumebocking
.eognter at Chaltlang is expected to be completed szorn. I am
hapry te menticn that there has been no fatal accident cof
MST buses during the current financial year., The Railway
Out Agency at Adzawl with its computerised services conti-
nues te previde rallwsy reservation facilities on various
routes throughcut the cruntry.

Mw  Sewvernmant 1s also keonly
aware of the noead for humsn cCscuros devcleorment of which
<@ucaticn is the rrima2ry inzput. The universalisation cf ele-
mentary educaticn being 2 constituticnal cbligation receives
high pricrity. The Grvornment has coentinued its efforts £o

t--lﬂf_

=~ o
o




N

- 10 =

achisve the geal of universalisaticn of elementary edugaticn.
Almest all census villages in Mizoram are’ covared by Primary
Scheels. Effcrts are alsoc on toc make geed the shertfall in
enrclment - ¢f children in Frimary and Middle Scheels. In

gearing up for this task, as many as 137 Primary Schecl

teachers, 12 High Schocl tazachers and 83 Post Graduate tea=- é
chers were recruited by the Departmant during the current

year, The quest for total literacy contlnues unabated and 11
(eloven) adult Bducaticn Circles viz. Stalsuk, Khawhai, ]
K hawbung, Hnahthial, Tunglawn, S$Saltual, Serchhip, S.Hlimen,
Ngopa, Vairengte and Ratu have already achieved total literacy.
Maanwhila the literacy rercentage ¢f the State has gone up to
89 ,96% during the current ye=sr. My Government stands Commit-—
_ted te achieve totsl literacy and further improve the quality
of education in the Statc. The programme "Each & Teach Opa"
iz alsc under implomentaticn by the Department. “he contri-
buticn ¢f voluntary organisaticns like the Young Mizo Assc-
ciaticn (YMa) and Church crganisaticns have prove instrumen-
tal in making the campaign a success. The Schoel Educaticn
Department continues to implement the Natlenal Frogramme fecr
Nutriticnal Suprort te Frimary Schocols by providing mid-day
meals te 99,730 Primary Schocel stucdents in 3 manner suitable
£r the lecal conditiens. In additicn te the 16 {gixteen)

High Schoeols upgrsded tc Higher Seccndary lovel last year,

two mcre High Schonls viz., Hnahthial Gevernment High Schocol
have been upgraded to Higher Ssccndary Schocls. Te enccurage
and provide incentives, pre-matric merit scheolarships have
becn awarded to 684 stmdents and special schelarships tc

3,22€ High Schcrcl students. State awards for teachers fer
_adistinguished and meritericus sevices hawe alsc been insti-
tuted and 3{three) toachers from the elementary and secondary
stages have been selected to recolve these awards. For es-
tablishing a Central University, the Gevernment of India had
released Rs. dercres and a tcken provisicn of Rs, 0,50 lakhs
has been esarmarkad during the current year by way cf previ-
ding mere fund beyond the normal plan cutlay. Subject to
provisicn of adequate fund, ecnstructicn of varicus buildings
taken up by the Higher and TechnieslEfucaticn Department such
as the SBgience Bleek of Gewvermment Lunglel Cellege, Staff
quarters of Serchhip Government Ccllege and the Directorate
Building at Afzawl are expected te be completed during the
next finaneclal year. The annusl plan of the Department for the
current year =nvisages fulfilment of ccllegiate eduecaticn in
accordance with the University Crants Commissicn (UGC) nerms.
Pursuant tc this, the Grvernmant has created 45 (forty five)
new posts of lectursrs for 7{seven) Grvarmment Cnlleges. Far
implementaticn of the recommendatliens of the Nerth Eastern

Hi1l University, 2ll the cclleges In Mizoram have introduced %
Hrnours courses in Arts and Sclencge subjects including Heome
Science and Cemmerce. The Mizocram Hindi Tralning Institute 4
has been upgraded as the MizzranHindi Trailning §:llege and i
the Special Hindi Schecl, renamed as Mizoram Institoke of ¢
Comprehensive Equcation has alsc been upgraded to a Degree F :
College. & Women's Folytechnic has alsc been opened at Ajzawl {
with 2{t) courses, namely, M-dern Office Management and Elec— :
tronics and Teleccmmunicatlens. Classes are uxpectad te be h {
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started during tne next,finangia;lyear. The Dopartment cepe
tinues te implement the scheme of post-matri schelarships
for SC/ST studants with s budget alloecation of Rs. 101,001
Iakhs. This amount is tc ba further suprlemented with an
additicnal aliccaticn of Rs. 150.00 lakhs in tht revised

Annual Plan for the currant yoay,

R MY Scvernment is actively concerncd
with the protecticn ané premeticn of cur procud traditicns ana
indigencus culture. Towsrds this end, the art and C§lture
Department organised a grand festiwval called Festival of Mi-

. ZOram at the India International Centre, New Delhd during

' December 1997 where the rich culture of the Pecrle of M{zoram
" in its varied aspects was BXprsed to the rest cf the ceuntry,
i cultural”trpupe from Mizoram visited,ﬂimachal Fradesh under ¢
‘the Qultural Exchange Frogramme of the Sangaet Natak Akademi.
Mcre than 30 village librarivs hava been assisted under the
grant-in-aid scheme of the Raja Rammchan Roy Library Frunda-
“ticn and mcre than 280 voluntary crganisaticons have besp given
grant-in-aid in the frm of musicsl instruments and cultural
Ccstumoes ete, Te mark the 10th Anniverssry of Mizeram State
Day, an essgay cempaetiticn was Successfully corganised by the
Department., The Department alsar crganised a Year-lchng cele-
braticn of Netaji'sg Birth Centenary. A varlety cf programmes
cn the life And times of Netajt including speeches and dadi~
talk cn the loeosl channel of the Decrdarshan and aAl) India
Radlo (AIR) stations sne seminars were crganised. Becks on
Netajl published in the logal language werw 4ls0- released.

As part cf'the'celebratians, 2 statue of Netaji was installed
At Khuangphah ang documentery filma cn Netaji telegast cver
Deordarshan. 4 section ©f the Sta2te Library at Atzawl - hasg
been named after Netajl and an e85 ay ccmpatitien.alsc crga-
nised. A c3sh- award of Rs. 5000 {Rupees five thousand) was
‘OWarded to Pu.Darthawma, the cnly surviving Mizo who serve
under Netajl in the InGlan Natienal Army (INA), '

- ) My Gpvernment is concerned with

- Etne welfare of the wamen, chilédren, +he @ld, the infirm, the
handicapred =nd cther weaker secticns of the, soclety, Sceial
services tc the extant POsaible will centinve te be extended
to them. Efferts to tackle sceial evile .will alsc continue,
The menace of drug abuse has been reteiving the specisl
dttenticon cof the Government. The exXisting D¢ =addicticon-cum—
Rehabilitaticn Centre at Ajzaw)l has been enlarged to cater
Lo 75 immates. A 300-bedded full~fledged De-addicticn-cup~
Rehabilitation Centre is being set up at Sethawn near Thing-
Aawl on the Afizawl - Silchar Naticnpal Highway, Constracticon
cf the building ha% 2lready been cempleted and Preparaticns

“he S-oial Welfare Derartment prevides assistance to volun-
taryforganisatibns in the ferm of grants-in-~-aid., The Derart-
ment alsc implcements scolo-aotnomin rehabilitaticn schemes
for Qestitute women and cCntinues to previde sueceur te the
ald afid the infirm in the form of rld-age pensicn under the
Hatiétnal 14 Age Fensicn Schame. Tha Derartment Provides

.e 212/
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assistance to the handicapped in the form of Disabllity
Fensicn, Stipend and Brck Grant. The Department alsc Imple-
ments Special Nutriticn Programme for malncurished children
and Mid-Day Meal Programme for Frimary Schceol students.

My Jcvernment stands committed
to total prchibiticn., We 3re. wavar, awarc that effective
implementaticn of this pcliwy « tends not only cn the admi-
nistrative machinery but alsc c¢r :he willing cooperation
cf the public at large. I am happy to say that wvoluntary
crganisaticns and the Chureh have lent commendable surport
£e tha Gevernment in tackling the menace of 111icit dAistil-~
latich, smuaggling of Incdian Manuf-ctured Foreign Ligucor
{IMFL)} and drug trafficking. & Tctal Prohibiticon Counell has
been se t ur 2t the State luwvel. The Execise Force has been
stre ngthened ccnsidarably and has been posted at Champhal
Keolasib and v¥airehgte r2osntly. The Exoisc Department alsc
continues t¢ maintain 3 strict vigll cwver the towns and .the
interior villages =leng the Inde-Mysnmar boroer to check
the entry cof narcctic dru.s frem acrcss the internaticnal
berder. During the current financlal yeoar uptc January 1998,
the Department has ccollacted Rs. 400,78 lskhs as varicus
taxes

S -
: _ The Hirectcrate of Mjzeram State
Botteries has mebilised additlional resource<s by earning a
revenua ¢f about Rs. 13.94 crores by the end ¢f Jznuary, 1998,

It is a mattar of ;ride that
Py Clalpremsanga has cnce again ropresented the country in
the World Archery -&hampicnships in Canada held in fumgust
last year. Spertsrerscns from the State also rarticipated
in the National Gamas held at Bangalore during May - Jule,
1997 where the team won a silver medal in Boxing. Wushu
players frcm Mizcram who formed the Indian contigent in the
Ath Werld Wushu Champicnships held in Reme in Nevember 1897
won cne brenze medal for the country. Farticipants frem the
State alse performed credliably in the 11th Nerth East Sperts
Festival held at Itanagar during Janusry 1998 where the foct-
ball team lifted the team champicnship. The participants alsc
sscured several medals in cther disciplines. & part frem
these explcits, the Sperte and Yeuth Services Department
has been sending cut sports, scouts and guldes contigents
ocutside the State toc give maximum exposure and to enable tham
to gain experience 3t varicus lavels cf cempetiticon.

My “rvernment st-nds committed
te achieve "Health Fer A1l By 27300 ADY, With this =aim iIn
view, tho Health and Family Welfare Department has rropesed
to establish a 30-baded Cemmunity Health Centre 2t Mamit
and 10 bedded Irimary Health Ceontres at Rawpuichhip, Thul-
len, Lungrhe an? Marpars in Ajzawl District. Censtructicn
werka in these centres are expscted to be started during
the current year. Besides these, 12 new Hasnlth sSub-Centres
are alse propesed to be astablished during the current year.
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Under Hespital frogramme, the Dapartment has taken u
constnuction of a 200 bedderd 'Civil Hespltal at Lungled,
58-bedded Hrspital. at Serchhip and Faying esbin complex

2L Civil Hespital, Alzawl., Existing Hrsritals at Salha .
ahad Tlpbung are alsc belng upgraded. A suitable site fer &
new: 34 bedded Mental Hespltal has alsc been identified

-and selected. The'Derartmeht is vigerously pursuing the:
Prerosal for establishment of a State Referral Hespital.

This preject is propesad te bLe taken up with financial agsig-
tanee from the Gevermment of Indla under ths Frime Minister's
Reconomic Package. for the Nerth Esst. Some ~f the rimary
health care programmes like cstablishment of new b-Cuontres
and Frimary Hgalth Ceritres ineluding purchasc ahd surply of
equipments sznd Arpliances, drugs and medleines are preresed
to be taken up with financial asslstance from. the Government
of Indias. A gum of Rs. 802,00 lakhs has been precjected and
submlitted tc the Shukla Crmmissicn far ecnsideration, The
Crbalt Therapy Unit at aAdzawl has startes functioning frem
4,2,98. Cancer paticnts in the State will be greatly bene-

. Eitted as they can new avail of the faeilities rrovided by
this unit and the huge amcunt ¢f expenditure required for
treatment of cancer 3tients cutaide the State &an be
minimised, The Health 3nd! Family Welfare Dopartment alsc
impplements’ varicus cther Centrel Troegrammes fcr-imprcving
the health status as wall as the system of health care

- delivery like the. Naticnal Trogrammo for Contrel of Blind-

- nesam the Naticnslloprosy Contrcl irogramme, the Naticnal
.3choel Health Frogkamme, Universsl Immunisaticn Frogrammes
and -Drug Centrol Programmes. The Department achieved a per-
;centagenof_inl.jﬁ in the IMulse-Ielie Immunisaticn Fregramme
-which . is on¢ of the. best in tha country. .

o _ The Leeal Administration Depsrt-
ment "has secured composite cash lcan worth Ry, 8.45 creres
. from "the Housing and Urbsn Develepment Corporaticn  (HUDCO)

‘. and th{_Life“Insqranc&_Cor ration (LIC) fcr Gevermment
smployeeg as well "as peer Tamilies under Housing Schemes.

) Uh,ﬁe:-.ﬂrhan-neyelcpment Schemés, the Derartment has taken
up comstructicrn of Stené masonry steps, retaining walis, .
drainsge culverts, RCC foot-paths, stone masonry flocring

‘within towas andg sub-townsg.  Fop improvemant of garbage dig-
rosal, the ‘Derartment has constructed 3 dumping grounds at
4123Wl, Kclasib and Chemphai, Garbage trucks have bean

2llotted to Lunglei, Relssib-and Champhat during the current
year. -Slum dévelormert shhemes 3ré alse taken up by the De-

rartment with financial assistsnce frem the Gevernment of -

India.. These schemas Arc-exacuted through urban lceal be-
diles, thereby generating smrloeyment te the urban Pror. 75

Village Couneil buildings and &9 viliage markets have been
censtructed at wvariecug Places under tho speclz2l grant for
lecal bedles, The Dor artment Successfully conducted eleg-
ticng <o 520 Vi1lsge Councils of Atzawl and Lunglei Dis-
tricts last year. Lhe Devartment slsc impl ements reverty

alleviaticon schemas in the urkan areas under the Nehru

Retgar Yoiana (MRY), 2 large number =f urban rocr has been

cover under these schanes. Under the Iptegrated Devel cpment
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of M2dium and Small Towns {IDMST) the Department has taken up
~ongtrustion of markst buildings , parking lots, storm and
d4bde dreins, small briises and retaining walls at Alzawl,
gerchhip #nd Knlasib for which the Government of Indis has
alrealy rsleaged a sum of Rs.66,90 lakhs,

Fapr proper maintenance of land records, the
Department of Lani Rovenue and Settlement has faken up cadas=
fpal survay of 10 towns during the current year, The Depart-
ment has also ideptifis? and planned 200 house-gite plots,
The 2nd phage of construction cof the Directorate building has
also benn taken up nd the photo-grametry hall has been com-
plated snd already nooupied. The Department collected reve-
nue of Rg,3R.00 lakhs upto January 19468,

: Mizorem is endowed with natural scenlc
heauty with moderat: climate Throuzhout the year and has much
tn offer to tourists. The main thrust of the Department of
Tourism has been in building up the existing tourlst Infras-
fructure. asnd fasilities, The Department has added 37 addi-
timnal rooms to the existing accomodation availsble for
tourists. These ar: located at Bairabl, Vairengte, Kawlkulh,
Thenzawl, Chaltlsns {extension) snd Beraw Tlang, = The Beraw
Tlang Tourist Tentre h=s proved to be a boon to Adzawl as 1t
hag sttracted sizesble crowd d4aily ever since 1ts inception,
The Department slso particldpated in tourlish fairs held at
Hyderabad, Zaleutts, Delhi and surai Kund to sell Mlzoram as
a tourist destinatiom »nd also to let the rest of the ¢ Oun-
try. know Mizoram batter., With assistance Trom the National
Aouncil for Terhnical Bducatlion and the Ministry of Tourism
the Depsrtment will b= setting up a2 Fnod Traft Institute in
the trourism sector. The Deperiment has also been sponsoring
students for courses =t theé Hotel Management Institute, Guwa-
pati =nd Tounlsm =nd Travel Institute, Gwaliocr to cater to
the specialised manoower requirement of tourism in the State,
The Department alsn plens to popularise the Chapchar Kut fes-
tival throueh advertisements, supnlements and pull-cuts In
the nations1 dailles =ni mereazines, This 1s aimed »t promo-
tine the festival =s = mzjor attraction in the State..'

¥
: I »~m hanoy to say that my Govarnment has o
spmnsored two csndidates to underzo commercial pilots
1irence course by be=ring 50% of the compulsecry expendl-
tyre rensuired for such courses, Honnurable members are
aware thezt the Skatz l=gs far behind In this field and
4+ 15 hearteninz to note that we can hooe to have guali-
fied commercial nll~ats in the not too distant future,
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_ The Information =nd Public Relstions Depart-
ment continuss to nroject and highlieht the Govermment's poli-
cies, nroarammes »nd schievements within and outside the State,
1t continues toiproduce the minthly viieo news capsule "Mizoram
Today" hishliehting the achievements and various other . . .
activities and programmes of the Government and telecasting them
throust. the local =able TV network. It has alsgo installed
community viewine and listensing sets in the rural areas. Lt
has regularly oreanised conducted tours for the rural people,
Begidag coverineg nmress conferenzes, the Department slso e gu-
larliy unisariakes. nhoto =nd video coversges of important occoa-
slons includingz the sessions of this sugusteHouse, The Depart-
ment algo regularly bhrings out ¢alendar and diaries and con-
tinues to publish waokly bulletins "Tunlail Chanchin' and
"Khawy ~1", Th> Devartment nartlelipsted in the festival of Mi-
zoram hled st New D2lhi during Dzcember, 1997 and also nresen—
ted = tablesu at the Rerubli- Day Parade, 1998, The De nartment
nlaved a slenificant rele in the successful conduct of the
vear long celebretiony of the Birth Centenary of Netaji, &
successful .multi-medis camraion was launched at Champhai in
November l=2st yesr which ‘was attended in large numbers by
farmers and officisls of the development Department,

| .. Hon'ble mmmbers, T have in this add
bri=fly highlight2d some Dfmgge gﬁﬂiévegents 0 m% &Dvgiﬁgant

Auring ths past onz yvo=r, I am dure your dellberations in
this s»ssion would bz ugeful in Acczlerating the all-round
develoment of this youne State and in imoroving the aeallty
of 1ife of its citizens, I am confident that every aitizen
of Mizoram will extand his or her full supnport and coopera-
tion In thege ¢fforts, '

I wilsh your dzliberaticns all success,

Ka 1awn. e,

Jal Hind,

"-.'163_‘
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S FTEAMKER t Geverncr Aadress kha a bu sem
rawh ule,

M~ticn of Thanks on Geovernsor' g #
Address 2 1c lut 3, chu chu I'y L=lhuthangz thehluh a ni a,
Kan chhiar ang a. "That the Members of Mizoram Legislative !Jks.svarn---“r
bly Assembled in this Sessicn are deeply gratoful to the Gever-
ncr for the Address which he has been rleased te deliver
to this Agsembly on 17th March, 1998', tih a ni a. Hai hi
.waktukah kan take ur ang a.

. - - Tin, pswnah hian kum danga kan

. tih thin angin thingpuf in hr ila kan ti a, Officer-te rawh
kan sawm vek che u a3, thiagpul ken inhe dawn = ni. {(Ty Lsl=-
hmingthangs : Naktuks Biscuss tur niawm tak khan kan pro-
gramme ah khan a l-ng si a), Vawiinah pawh n-ktukah pawh a
gual lova, kan duhdsn anih chuan vawiinah - awh rawn meve
mal sela. ' ' o

U LALHUTHANGA 'a Speaker, ka move-na kha ks
) rawn thehlut a, ka dilnz 4 1o
Fawm a, Chu chu 1 chhiar chhuak
_ _ tawh a, ka tan tilh leh 3 ngai .
leva, ehu chu a phal tawh 3. anih leh oy Souaker, chutiang
ang anih chuan; nldanga kan. tih-dan 2ngin kan Govern-r zah-
awn tak thusawi chu 'That the Members of the Mizoram Legis- *
lative Assembly, assembled in thlis Sessicn are deeply grate-
ful teo the Geverncr frr the aadpess which he had beén pleased

to diliver to this Agsembly con 17th March, 1998. ol
' Thank ycu.
S TEAKER ! Awle, vawiina kan tih fur chu

Motion of Thanks on the Governcr
Afdress a nl a.

FU C,VJLLUAIA Ly Sreaker, kan Dan ¥~,.13 ehang
J-na dan in a move ringawt a,
seccnd tu an awm loh chuart kan
s2wlibhe thail 1.

S PEAKER ¢ Yu Salkapthianga'n 3 seccnd 2 nih
chu. Mwle, wvawilina kan tih tur 4
cha xan zr ta.

Meceting adijcurnoad.,
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